Transient effect on mannitol on cerebral blood flow following brain injury.
CBF and ICP were measured in cats following cerebral cold injury and mannitol infusion. Mannitol was found to reduce the intracranial hypertension caused by the injury. The restoration of CBF and ICP was of short duration and was followed by a reduction of CBF and elevation of ICP. A repeated restoration of CBF by a second dose of mannitol was followed by a more severe impairment of CBF. The prolonged beneficial effect of mannitol on CBF after brain injury has to be reassessed.